
Meet Your Board:
The Phoenix Homestead neighborhood newsletter 

is published by the Phoenix Homestead 
Neighborhood Association. Boundaries: 

Thomas Road to Osborn Road, 24TH Street to 28TH St.

Meetings: 
General membership meetings are held twice a year, in April 

and October. Open board meetings are held the first Thursday 
of each month at Phoenix Christian Reformed Church Library 

room at 7:00PM. Dues: $24 per year, due in April.
Board 2009/2010: 

Members are elected each April at the general meeting. 
President: Jeff Blase (468-1112) 

Vice President: Edwin Henry (826-1986) 
Treasurer: Kris Straub (381-0382) 
Secretary: Jeff King (955-6162) 

Block Watch & Newsletter: Bea Ray (614-4355) 
Members: Suzanne Bracker (468-0114), 

Eleni Venetos, 956-2818,  
Vicki Council (413-0289) & John Berends (956-6794).

If you have any comments or would like to become a member 
of the Phoenix Homestead Neighborhood Association, 

please call Kris Straub at 381-0382 or Bea Ray at 334-1583

Neighborhood News and Upcoming Events - Summer Issue 2009
by MDvH

It’S MEloN tIME
Our watermelon and cantaloupe vines 
are taking over our yard. Melons need 
lots of space to grow—give them 
about an eight foot circumference. 
They need lots of fertilizer too— we 
use fish emulsion solution every two 
weeks. Also, we 
soaked the seeds in 
milk for a day before 
we planted them 
because we read 
that this would help.
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“One of the goals of the PHA board is to not only increase 
the communication between board members and 
neighborhood residents, but between the resident
themselves. In the next couple months we plan to update 
the PHA website with information and topics that reflect 
the activities of our neighborhood. Please submit  pictures 
of your family or neighbors that you would like to
share with the community, especially if they are from one 
of the events organized by the Association.

It is our plan to modify the current “yahoo.usergroups.
com” forum into a more generic form that will make 
communication between neighbors of the
association easier to use. We would like all our neighbors 
to be able to post information regarding our neighborhood 

at anytime. This could include topics such as lost/found 
pets, yard sales, Block Watch info, gardening &
cooking tips.

Some of the ideas we have discussed may include giving 
awards and/or special recognition to neighbors who help 
other “Disadvantaged” neighbors that may
need assistance with yard clean-up, home repairs or 
transportation. Or gift cards for neighborhood youth that 
contribute outstanding achievements that
benefit our community. If you have any additional ideas or 
thoughts of how to improve the website
or newsletters we would love to here from you. You can 
find our email and telephone numbers in the newsletter or 
on the website. Thanks, and have a great summer.”

Thursday, July 23 aT 6:30 PM
Phoenix Christian Reformed Church at 25th Street 
and Earll Drive. Parking entrance off Cheery Lynn.

Meet your neighborhood Community Action Officers

by Edwin Henry

www.phoenixhomesteads.com



Calendar of Events:
thursday, July 23 Block Watch MEEtINg
 6:30 P.M. Phoenix christian Reformed church
 Earll & 25th Street

Good Newz: Rick and Sally are back.

Bad Newz: I haven’t seen them yet. Where are you guys?

Good Newz: I have signed up for the Docent Program 
at the Phoenix Art Museum. Following a year and half of 
study and research in Art History, I will be giving tours at the 
museum and in the schools for the kids. I am very excited 
about this new journey.
My drawing class is going great. Anyone interested please 
call me Suzanne Bracker, 602-468-0114

Stay cool and send me some Newz!!!!!!

MeMbership Drive . . .
To support activities, such as Luminarias, Breakfast In The Park, Dog Show and lots more, we ask you to join 
the Phoenix Homesteads Association. Yearly dues is only $24.00. For those who cannot afford the entire amount, 
donations are welcome in any amount. 
Make checks payable to: Phoenix Homesteads association. Mail checks to: Kris straub • 2640 east earll • Phx, aZ 85016

aLL MoneY coLLected is used in Your neigHBorHood and for Your neigHBorHood.

Name:

Address:

Phone:                                                                              E-mail:

Any specific concerns:

TiMe for a ‘naP’ by John Berends

Yes, it’s time for a NAP (no, not that kind of nap, though I’ve 
started taking a few lately, and you’re welcome to take as many 
as you can get!). 

I’m thinking instead about a Neighborhood assistance Program 
(thus the ‘NaP’). I’ve envisioned this for a while now, and the 
Phoenix Homestead Association Board has recently approved it 
as an initiative for our community.

Here’s what it’s about: we wish to assist our neighborhood 
in maintaining property appearance, and thus also property 
values. We help clean up places in our neighborhood that need 
cleaning up. This would include both private properties (people’s 
yards) and open/community spaces such as our alleys and 
curb areas. We could also get involved helping folks with needs 
inside their homes (changing light bulbs, fixing minor household 
problems, etc.). And who knows, we may happen onto other real 
needs as well.

Some members of our PHA neighborhood, due to age, disability 
or other circumstances, are at present unable to maintain their 
yards or do even basic household chores, the very things most 
of us take for granted. How good it would be to lend them a 
helping hand. Wouldn’t you appreciate that if you were the one in 
need? Remember the Golden Rule? (no… not the one that says 
‘those who have the gold make the rules’!). Try this one “Here is 
a simple, rule-of-thumb guide for behavior: ask yourself what you 
want people to do for you, then grab the initiative and do it for 
them.” (quoted from “The Message”)

In order to accomplish this, we need 2 things: 1) needs that 
people present us, and 2) people who will help meet those 
presented needs. Please check with any of your neighbors who 
you think might need a bit of help. Please also consider joining 
this new NAP Team. It may take a while to implement, but the best 
time to begin is NOW!

Feel free to contact any of our task force members to either 
report/request help for a need, or to volunteer for meeting such 
needs. Members are:

John Berends – 602-956-6794 – jberends61@yahoo.com
Suzanne Bracker – 602-468-0114 – snbracker@cox.net
Vicki Council – 602-413-0289 – tradervic3136@yahoo.com
Jeff King – 602-955-6162 – j-howard-king@cox.net

Thanks for caring and sharing both your needs and your abilities! 

    The new board of your neighborhood 
association is just starting a new year. The PHA 
board consists of nine members of community, 
I encourage you to go on the PHA web site and 
you can see a little bio on each member. Just a 
quik “Thank you” to all past and present board 
members, for all your hard work now and over 
the years. Our main goal as an association this 
year is to promote and increase participation in 
PHA events. The association has 4 community 
events per year and 3 Block Watch meetings per 
year.  These functions help the neighborhood 
in many ways but the one most important thing 

that they do is bring neighbors together  so they 
can get to know each other, and this leads to a 
safe and fun neighborhood to live in.
So what can you do to get to know your 
neighbors,  come to the next Block Watch 
meeting on July 23. Details on the front page 
of this newsletter. 
Please check our Phoenix Homesteads 
Association website for dates and times of all 
meetings and community functions coming up 
this year.  Thank you for your time.
Jeff Blase

hello Residents of the
Phoenix homesteads Neighborhood

1625 E. Osborn Rd • Phx, AZ 85016
602.265.8245

www.tailwindsaz.com

A Big Thank You to ... 

They supplied the prizes for 
the dog show on July 27th.


